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Transferring care management of Aboriginal

children to Aboriginal Community-Controlled
Organisations (ACCOs)
Frequently asked questions for families

The transition of responsibility for Aboriginal children to ACCOs is designed to create stronger
connections to Aboriginal kin, community, and culture. Uniting is committed to supporting this
important conversation and connection with carers, children, young people and their families.

In line with the Uniting parents and families rights and responsibility procedure, you have the

right to:
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be informed about the transition as it impacts your child’s progress and development;
be informed about ACCOs in your local area; and
be informed about how decisions will be made.

Will | receive the same family time with my child?

Uniting believes that the quality and type of supports you will receive should not
fundamentally change under the transition. That is why transition planning and
conversations between carers, children, families, Uniting and ACCOs are so important.

As the PSP system isn’t changing, Uniting believes that there will be little change to the
supports you receive today. . If there are individual matters that need to be discussed and
resolved, Uniting will advocate strongly for you and children and young people.

What is the timeframe for transfer?

This is a 10-year plan. In terms of timing, Uniting will be guided by carers and the children
and young people in their care, along with their families. Uniting will also be guided by
ACCOs in terms of their capacity and readiness.

Do children have to transfer? What happens if they, their carers or families choose
not to?

Uniting will provide children, carers and families with as much information as possible to
support you to ask as many questions as you need to. We will ensure children are
supported with developmentally appropriate conversations and information and use the
Children’s Charter of Rights to underpin this. There may be situations where transferring
creates many challenges and if this is the case, Uniting will work with children, carers and
families to ensure we try to resolve these challenges. Young people 16 years and over will
not be asked to transfer unless they choose to.
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What happens if carers want to transfer but the young person in their care who is 16
and over doesn’t?

Uniting will implement family conferencing, seek broad stakeholder engagement or
perhaps implement a transition plan for a transfer that occurs over time. The aim would
be to understand worries and collectively work towards a solution.

What say do families have in the transfer of their child to an ACCO?

Families have the right to have a say in who cares for their child. It is likely that DCJ will
seek to have Uniting and ACCOs work together to mediate through the family’s wishes.
For example, this may be a Family Group Conference or a more informal mediation
process. In all cases, appropriate community stakeholders will also be engaged.

How can I find out more about the local ACCOs in my area and what they offer?
Visit www.dcj.nsw.gov.au website ACCO page This contains links to all ACCO websites
including those listed above.

Uniting will work with ACCOs to provide further information using a range of strategies
which may include social media, face to face meetings, flyers, home visits, videos, etc.

How can | become more involved in the process of choosing a local ACCO for my child?

Find out more about the local ACCOs in your area.

Think about what specific information you’d like to know.

Come to an information evening.

Ask Uniting for a connection or conversation with your preferred ACCO, we are happy to
assist.
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