Talking with Children and Young
People about the transition to
Aboriginal Community Controlled
Organisations (ACCO’s)



Acknowledgment of Country

We acknowledge all ancestral lands
of Australia’s First People, and
recognise their continuing
connection to land, water and
community.

To our Aboriginal custodians, we
acknowledge we are on their
country, and pay our respect to their
Elders past and present, and extend
that respect to their young people -
who will continue to nurture this
land and preserve the oldest
continuing culture on the planet.




What is the transition about?

Aboriginal children in OOHC need strong connections
to their kin, community, country, and culture to help
them build a stronger sense of identity and belonging,
especially as they grow into adults and start exploring
who they are and where they come from.

ACCOs are best equipped to facilitate cultural
connection, safety, and support. Ensuring that
Aboriginal children and their carers have access to
culturally safe care is a priority.



How will | have a conversation with
Children and Young People about the
transition?

Let’s yarn with our colleagues about how we can have a
conversation with children and young people about the
transition.

How will you start the conversation?
What do you need to consider?
How should you plan for the conversation?

Why is the conversation important?



Frequently asked
questions:

What are the benefits for me?

Will my placement change?

Will I still see my family?



What are the benefits for me?

You will be better supported to have strong
connections to kin, community, country, and culture.
This will help you build a stronger sense of identity
and belonging, especially as you grow into adults
and start exploring who you are and where you
come from. ACCOs are best equipped to facilitate
cultural connection, safety, and support.

You deserve to grow up connected to your culture,
Country, and kin. This connection contributes to a
sense of identity and belonging, which are
important foundations for wellbeing and resilience.



Will my placement
change?

It is really important to all services to reduce the

disruption to your placement, which is why it’s
important for carers to transfer with children and

young people in their care as soon as it is
possible to do so.



Will I still see
my family?

Yes, your new service will continue to support
family connections and maintain all the
relationships that you have now. Your family
will always be your family and the goal for all
of us if that you are safe and have strong
connections to your families.
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House of Good/Okay Things/Strengths

What do you feel best about in your world right now?

*  Who are the people who support you and help you when things are
not going so well? What do they do that is most helpful?

What sort of things do you think you are good at that you would
want your new caseworker to know about you?

What sort of thoughts and feelings do you have that help you feel
okay and keep you safe?

*  Which of these things do you want to make sure continue in the
future?
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House of Hopes and Dreams

When you think about the life you want for yourself in the future,
what does that look like? What would you be doing?

*  Who are the people who are important to you, who you want to be
part of your life in the future?

What could the ACCO do to support you in creating the kind of life
you want for yourself in the future?

What do you think (Mum, Dad, Grandma, best friend,
mentor) would say they want for you in the future?
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House of Bad Stuff/Not So Good Things/Worries

« What are your three biggest worries about the transition?
What'’s something you don’t feel so good about?

What makes things worse?
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What are some other
questions you can ask children
to support them with the
transition?

What can you do with the
information that you get from
the CYP?

Uniting




How to build
relationships
with children

Developing relationships
through play

Intentional visits to work with
children

Purposeful planning on how to
include children in the work we
do

Conversations with families
about the work we want to do
with all members of the family
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Other support for ACCO transitions
in CWPMU’s

We will have topics on;

¢ Cultural planning - new/changes to the template

* Best Practice when working with ACCOs and the community
(building relationships and keeping them)

e How to talk with Carers about the transition
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Where can | get for information?

3 Houses tool - child focused Fairy with prompts for

practitioners.doc (sharepoint.com)

Aboriginal Out-of-Home Care Transition — Association of

Children's Welfare Agencies Limited (acwa.asn.au)

Family is Culture | Communities and Justice (nsw.gov.au)
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https://uniting.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/DFVF/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BF7D4390F-F0FF-471D-BF4C-CB248450A8EE%7D&file=3%20Houses%20tool%20-%20child%20focused%20Fairy%20with%20prompts%20for%20practitioners.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://uniting.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/DFVF/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BF7D4390F-F0FF-471D-BF4C-CB248450A8EE%7D&file=3%20Houses%20tool%20-%20child%20focused%20Fairy%20with%20prompts%20for%20practitioners.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://www.acwa.asn.au/aboriginal-out-of-home-care-transition/
https://www.acwa.asn.au/aboriginal-out-of-home-care-transition/
https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/children-and-families/family-is-culture.html
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