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Introduction, background & scope
Following on from the work that The Demographics Group (TGP) completed for OzChild 
in November 2023 and PeakCare in March 2024, Association of Children’s Welfare 
Agencies Ltd (“ACWA”) approached TDG to complete a similar report that was specific 
to the New South Wales foster carers market.  Like OzChild and PeakCare, ACWA 
recognises that a data driven evidence base is critical to good decision making and 
want to understand how New South Wales changing demographic and socio-economic 
landscape may impact the foster carers market.  

In this report TDG has researched, extracted and analysed demographic and socio-
economic variables that relate to the foster carers market and provided insight into how 
these variables have changed and are likely to continue to change into the future.

The report is segmented into three sections which are focused on big picture
demographic drivers, including the hard criteria that must be met in order to becoming a
foster parent in New South Wales, First Nations insights and the personas of a typical
foster carer.

The data in the report is based on various statistical boundaries including local
government area (LGA), Statistical Area 2 (SA2), Remoteness boundaries and
customer created boundaries that broadly align to the NSW Health regions and covers
the state of New South Wales. The main data source is the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS), including current and past Population and Housing Censuses. Where
appropriate data is benchmarked against the national or New South Wales average for
context and comparative purposes.

Criteria & Personas aligned to selected demographic variables

ACWA provided TDG with criteria that must be met in order to become a foster carer.
This report aligns the criteria to demographic variables that are used as a proxy in this
report and include:

• 21 years of age or older (ideally 25)
• Spare bedroom (ideal but not critical in NSW)
• Australian citizen or permanent resident

• Financially stable position
• Have time/be flexible to care for vulnerable children and young people
• Mentally, emotionally and physically fit to care

This report also contains insight into the ‘personas’ of a typical foster carer (primarily
based on the persona profiles provided by OzChild). We have provided data and
insight into these personas in this report by extracting, analysing and undertaking
cross tabulation of data from the ABS Censuses. The analysis for the personas is
geographically segmented based broadly on the NSW Health district boundaries which
is how ACWA typically segment their market. For each persona, data is provided for
the top 10 SA2s which contain the highest number and proportion of that persona.

Further to these insights, the report also contains additional demographic variables
that relate to, and can be applied to, the different personas, together with the hard
criteria, as outlined below:

• Population: current and forecast population and population change and distribution
across New South Wales together with different age cohorts that relate to various li

• Household and Family structure: size and composition of households including
family structure

• Number of bedrooms: cross-tabulation of the number of bedrooms by age cohort to
identify the number of households that have a spare bedroom by different stages of
the lifecycle

• Financial stability: insight into mortgage repayments and how these have changed
over time to provide insight into financial stability

• Workforce: employment trends towards to a knowledge worker economy and the
identification of specific industries and occupations that relate directly to the
personas, including healthcare workers, teachers, social services, and those not in
the workforce, to quantify the size of these markets

• Religious affiliation, volunteer, care giving & long-term health issues: insight into
religious affiliation, volunteers, care giving and long-term health issues of the total
population and as they relate to specific personas.



Report summary
This report highlights key demographic challenges in New South Wales' foster
care sector.

Population Trends
Despite strong population growth, New South Wales faces a dwindling pool of
foster carers due to demographic shifts. Struggles in recruiting sufficient foster
carers is not the result of ineffective marketing. Although the foster child age
group (0-17) is expected to grow by 4% in the next decade, the foster carer cohort
(18+) will see a 14% increase. However, this growth doesn't translate into more
foster carers as various demographic factors shrink the supply of foster carers.

Generational Analysis
Gen Z: Despite an influx of young people in their 20s, few will become foster
carers as Australians start families later, typically in their early 30s.
Millennials: The largest growth cohort in the coming decade, now in their 30s and
40s, face high living costs and rely on dual incomes, limiting their spare time and
space for fostering.
Gen X: This small generation, now in their 50s, faces financial and care
responsibilities for both their children and aging parents, making them unlikely
foster carers.
Baby Boomers: The fastest-growing cohort in their 70s could be potential foster
carers but face health challenges and prefer to enjoy their retirement years. They
might be better suited as respite carers.

Population Growth Clusters Sydney sees the most population growth,
especially on the urban fringe where young Millennial families reside. However,
these families, often with lower incomes and long commutes, may struggle to find
the time and resources for fostering.

Workforce Trends
Rising living costs and the erosion of the middle class in New South Wales have
priced many out of fostering. Most households rely on dual incomes, leaving little
time for childminding. Fewer households can afford to buy or rent spare bedrooms
and therefore feel they don’t have sufficient space to become foster carers. New
South Wales sees fewer middle-income jobs. Which is a problem considering
fostering was largely a middle-class phenomenon in the past.

First Nations Children
Indigenous children are overrepresented in the foster care system, comprising 9%
of all children but 44% of foster children. With more residents self-identifying as
Indigenous, there is potential to foster a movement within Indigenous communities
to close this gap by encouraging fostering.

Conclusion
The report concludes that systemic challenges require systemic solutions. Despite
population growth, traditional foster carer pools are drying up. Professionalizing
foster care and preventative measures to reduce the number of children entering
the system may be necessary. Traditional recruitment methods will likely be
insufficient to meet the growing need for foster carers in New South Wales.



Criteria to be a foster parent in NSW
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The Big Drivers
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NSW will add one million residents in the coming decade

Population in NSW by age in 2024 and 2034; Centre for Population

2024 8.5 m 

2034 9.5 m



NSW is home to more non-citizen than before

Population in NSW by age in 2011 and 2021 that are not Australian citizens; ABS Census
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2021: 12% were non-citizens
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NSW continues to transform into a knowledge economy

Workforce in NSW by skill level from 1987 to 2023; ABS data

24%
9%
20%

26%

21%

37%

11%
13%

26%

14%



Median income for full-time employed workers in Australia by age and skill level; ABS Census 2021

The more educated you are, the more money you earn
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Family income of all families in NSW compared to income of families with a foster child present; ABS Census 2021

The lower middle-class is most likely to act as foster carers
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Are potential foster carers scared of poor mental health?

Share of foster children and natural or adopted children by age who report poor mental health; ABS Census 2021



New values shape the foster parent age bracket in NSW

New South Wales population (Pop) and labour force (LF) by generation (2024 & 2034)
Data sourced from the ABS and the Centre for Population
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Population change by age in New South Wales 2014-24 and 2024-34; ABS Population Estimates and Projections

Aged over 21: Millennials in their 40s grow the fastest
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Spare bedrooms in household by age of residents in Australia; Source: ABS Census

Folks in their 40s lose spare bedrooms to their own kids
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In the last decade NSW became more culturally diverse

NSW migrant community by country of birth in 2021 and change between 2011 and 2021; Source: ABS Census

Rank Country of Birth 2021 Change
2011-2021

1 Australia 5,277,500 11%

2 China 247,600 59%

3 England 231,300 2%

4 India 209,000 119%

5 New Zealand 118,500 4%

6 Philippines 106,900 52%

7 Vietnam 98,000 36%

8 Nepal 64,900 325%

9 Lebanon 63,300 12%

10 Iraq 55,400 89%

Total New South Wales 8,070,200 17%



Ten most common languages spoken at home in NSW in 2021 and change between 2011 and 2021
ABS Census 2011 and 2021

More diverse language needs in NSW will be a challenge

Rank Language Spoken at Home 2021 Change
2011-2021

1 English 5,458,000 9%

2 Mandarin 270,700 94%

3 Arabic 227,200 23%

4 Cantonese 148,900 9%

5 Vietnamese 117,900 35%

6 Hindi 80,000 52%

7 Greek 78,700 -9%

8 Spanish 71,800 29%

9 Nepali 68,100 322%

10 Italian 64,000 -23%

Total New South Wales 8,070,200 17%



Employee households in Australia: Mortgage interest charges, annual movement (in %); ABS Living Cost Indexes

More people experience mortgage stress
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Enough time to be a foster parent: increasingly rare
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This decade Baby Boomers see their health decline 

Population with or without chronic health conditions by age, NSW; ABS Census 2021 Page 23
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Proportion of population with or without chronic health conditions by age, NSW; ABS Census 2021

As people age chronic health conditions increase
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Death rate from smoking per 100,000 population in Australia 1990-2019; IHME, Global Burden of Disease (2019)

Deaths from smoking mirror lower smoking rates
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Source: Births in Australia (AIFS, April 2023)

Fertility treatments rise in popularity
Figure 13: Women giving birth through ART as a percentage of all women giving birth, Australia, 2001–20
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First Nations Data



Share of population by age self-identifying as Indigenous in New South Wales; ABS Census 2011 & 2021

Australia became more accepting of minorities
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Pay gap: First Nations people in NSW earn much less

Page 29Median income for all employed people by age and Indigenous status in New South Wales; ABS Census 2021
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Sydney

First Nations population clusters in remote NSW

Share of the population by SA2 that self-identifies as Indigenous; ABS Census 2021



Remoteness regions map

Greater Sydney

Wollongong

New Castle



Share of population by age self-identifying as Indigenous in New South Wales by remoteness area; ABS Census 2021

Remote areas house (relatively) more First Nations people
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State Major Cities Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote Very Remote

New South Wales 2% 7% 10% 19% 37%
98% 93% 90% 81% 63%

Victoria
1% 2% 3% 1% 0%

99% 98% 97% 99% 100%

Queensland
3% 6% 9% 19% 42%

97% 94% 91% 81% 58%

Western Australia
2% 3% 6% 13% 35%

98% 97% 94% 87% 65%

South Australia
2% 2% 5% 4% 31%

98% 98% 95% 96% 69%

Tasmania
0% 4% 6% 6% 5%

100% 96% 94% 94% 95%

Australian Capital Territory
2% 0% 0% 0% 0%

98% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Northern Territory
0% 0% 11% 34% 78%

100% 100% 89% 66% 22%

Total 2% 5% 8% 17% 46%
98% 95% 92% 83% 54%

Note: all of ACT is classified as a Major City.  Darwin is classified as Outer Regional

Share of Indigenous and non-Indigenous population by state and remoteness area; ABS Census 2021

NSW Indigenous population more urbanised 
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Regional income gap (Major cities vs Very remote) for the 
Indigenous workforce is 34 per cent.

Median income by age, remoteness region and Indigenous status, Australia; ABS Census 2021

Regional income gap (Major cities vs Very remote) for the 
Non-Indigenous workforce is only 4 per cent.

Very remote First Nations workers record lowest income



Population with a BA+ degree by remoteness region, age, and Indigenous status, Australia; ABS Census 2021

Dramatic First Nations education gap drives income gap
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8%

7%

Australia recorded 50,206 welfare support workers in 
2011 of whom 7 per cent were Indigenous. 

By 2021 Australia recorded 71,316 welfare support 
workers of whom 8 per cent were Indigenous. This 

means the nation grew this occupation by 42 per cent in 
just a decade and managed to add Indigenous workers 

at a faster rate.

Welfare support officers in Australia by Indigenous status in 2011 and 2021; ABS Census 2011 & 2021

Australia added more welfare support workers 



State Indigenous children aged 0-17; 
as share of all children

Indigenous foster children aged 0-17; 
as share of all foster children

Northern Territory 20,533 38% 355 89%

Tasmania 11,330 11% 149 27%

Queensland 95,054 9% 2,078 44%

New South Wales 109,711 7% 2,559 41%

Western Australia 33,797 6% 1,102 51%

South Australia 16,352 5% 553 31%

Australian Capital Territory 3,182 3% 59 26%

Victoria 24,619 2% 595 24%

Australia 314,607 6% 7,450 40%

Indigenous children (ages 0-17) as share of total pop and as share of foster children by state; ABS Census 2021

The Census records some 18,600 children that are listed as “Foster Child” in Australia . This is a significant undercount but still an interesting benchmark.  

Indigenous children in foster care are overrepresented 6x



Personas



Geographic segmentation of NSW based on SA3 boundaries custom created as a best fit to NSW Health districts

Geographic segmentation of NSW ACWA regions
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ACWA region Population Healthcare 
workers

Single 
income 
families

Social 
service 
workers

Teachers Single 
women 35-49

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England

17% 18% 14% 23% 18% 12%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW

8% 7% 5% 9% 8% 5%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW

8% 7% 6% 8% 8% 5%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW

6% 5% 4% 7% 6% 4%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney

7% 7% 9% 9% 7% 5%

South Western Sydney 21% 19% 26% 20% 18% 19%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney

32% 37% 35% 25% 35% 50%

Total 8,060,468 140,122 498,126 106,353 133,360 80,293

Personas cluster in different broad geographies

Population distribution for the 11 personas in New South Wales based ACWA districts; ABS Census 2021



ACWA region Same sex 
couples

Empty 
Nesters Parents Faith Volunteers Early Empty 

Nesters

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England

13% 22% 16% 16% 17% 18%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW

4% 11% 7% 8% 10% 9%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW

5% 11% 7% 7% 8% 9%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW

5% 8% 5% 5% 6% 7%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney

5% 6% 9% 9% 6% 6%

South Western Sydney 12% 16% 24% 25% 14% 16%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney

56% 26% 33% 31% 38% 34%

Total 23,689 545,043 1,871,385 2,471,372 465,261 180,872

Personas cluster in different broad geographies

Population distribution for the 11 personas in New South Wales based ACWA regions; ABS Census 2021



The 11 personas by population size in New South Wales; ABS Census 2021

The 11 personas differ in size significantly
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Healthcare workers



Healthcare workers

Healthcare workers

Workers between aged 25-49, 
employed in the Hospital, 
Medical & Other Health Care 
Services industries (2d level)

Healthcare workers closely 
mirror the general population 
distribution but cluster around 
centrally located medical 
facilities. This group will see 
strong growth in the coming 
decade

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Healthcare workers Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 24,542 18% 586,047 16%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 10,440 7% 274,120 7%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 10,393 7% 265,958 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 6,972 5% 185,362 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 10,211 7% 286,803 8%

South Western Sydney 26,179 19% 819,726 22%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 51,385 37% 1,327,716 35%

Total 140,122 100% 3,745,732 100%
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Health worker hotspots

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Charlestown - Dudley 767

2. Northmead 758

3. Orange - North 733

4. Coogee - Clovelly 674

5. Glendale - Cardiff - Hillsborough 662

6. Gosford - Springfield 648

7. Macquarie Park - Marsfield 637

8. Erskineville - Alexandria 626

9. Schofields - East 614

10. Wentworth Point - Sydney Olympic Park 612

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Merewether - The Junction 12%

2. Newcastle - Cooks Hill 11%

3. Wagga Wagga - North 10%

4. Tamworth - North 10%

5. Lambton - New Lambton 10%

6. Port Macquarie - East 10%

7. Adamstown - Kotara 10%

8. Terrigal - North Avoca 10%

9. Wagga Wagga - West 10%

10. Port Macquarie - South 9%
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Healthcare continues to be the fastest growing industry in NSW

Jobs ('000) added/lost by industry in New South Wales between 2014 and 2024 ; ABS Labour Force Detailed

May 2014 - May 2024
Jobs grown: +882,000
Jobs contracted: -33,000
Net jobs added: 848,000
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NSW rejuvenated its healthcare workforce

Age profile of Health workers in New South Wales in 2011 and 2021; Source: ABS Census
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Social Service workers

Page 49Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

INSIGHTS

Social services workers are 
identified from the census data 
as persons employed in Social 
Assistance Services industry 
(2-digit level) between the ages 
of 25 and 64

ACWA region Social service workers Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 23,942 23% 677,581 16%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 9,335 9% 317,726 8%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 8,607 8% 309,442 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 7,244 7% 220,524 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 9,148 9% 316,557 8%

South Western Sydney 21,158 20% 909,701 22%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 26,919 25% 1,464,939 35%

Total 106,353 100% 4,216,470 100%



Social Service workers hotspot
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Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Glendale - Cardiff - Hillsborough 543

2. Orange - North 540

3. Charlestown - Dudley 516

4. Dubbo - South 503

5. Dapto - Avondale 494

6. Kingswood - Werrington 474

7. Kurri Kurri - Abermain 457

8. Wagga Wagga - South 456

9. Wallsend - Elermore Vale 433

10. Warnervale - Wadalba 427

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Wingham 5.3%

2. Wickham - Carrington - Tighes Hill 5.2%

3. Lismore 5.2%

4. Dubbo - South 5.0%

5. Deniliquin 4.9%

6. Maitland 4.9%

7. Mayfield - Warabrook 4.8%

8. Orange - North 4.7%

9. Summerland Point - Gwandalan 4.7%

10. West Wallsend - Barnsley - Killingworth 4.7%
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Are social service workers getting too young to foster?

Age profile of Social Services Workers in New South Wales 2011 and 2021; ABS Census Page 51
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Teachers
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INSIGHTS

Teachers are identified from the 
census data as Education 
Professionals (2-digit 
occupation level) between the 
ages of 25 and 59

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Teachers Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 23,414 18% 497,246 15%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 11,319 8% 231,875 7%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 11,074 8% 224,186 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 7,596 6% 153,523 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 10,001 7% 254,182 8%

South Western Sydney 23,585 18% 722,629 22%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 46,371 35% 1,172,776 36%

Total 133,360 100% 3,256,417 100%



Teachers hotspots
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Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Springwood - Winmalee 826

2. Armidale 750

3. Blaxland - Warrimoo - Lapstone 729

4. Figtree - Keiraville 670

5. Woonona - Bulli - Russell Vale 620

6. Sutherland - Kirrawee 602

7. Charlestown - Dudley 595

8. Menai - Lucas Heights - Woronora 561

9. Balgownie - Fairy Meadow 541

10. Petersham - Stanmore 541

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Blaxland - Warrimoo - Lapstone 9%

2. Springwood - Winmalee 9%

3. Kiama Downs - Minnamurra 8%

4. Armidale 8%

5. Lawson - Hazelbrook - Linden 8%

6. Wentworth Falls 8%

7. Thirroul - Austinmer - Coalcliff 8%

8. Avoca Beach - Copacabana 7%

9. Figtree - Keiraville 7%

10. Broulee - Tomakin 7%



Education professionals by age as a proportion of total Education Professionals in New South Wales 2011 & 2021; ABS Census

Education professionals are less likely to remain in the profession than 
a decade ago
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Same-sex Couples
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INSIGHTS

Persons identifying as 
husband/wife/de facto 
partner in a relationship 
between the age of 25 and 
39

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Same sex couples Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 3,194 13% 422,433 16%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 852 4% 195,431 7%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 1,302 5% 191,945 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 1,069 5% 139,839 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 1,269 5% 203,670 8%

South Western Sydney 2,728 12% 554,911 21%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 13,275 56% 897,691 34%

Total 23,689 100% 2,605,920 100%



Same-sex Couples hotspots
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Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Erskineville - Alexandria 839

2. Potts Point - Woolloomooloo 599

3. Surry Hills 596

4. Darlinghurst 440

5. Newtown (NSW) 407

6. Waterloo 398

7. Redfern 388

8. Petersham - Stanmore 335

9. Glebe - Forest Lodge 288

10. Sydenham - Tempe - St Peters 278

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Sydenham - Tempe - St Peters 10%

2. Darlinghurst 10%

3. Erskineville - Alexandria 10%

4. Surry Hills 9%

5. Potts Point - Woolloomooloo 8%

6. Redfern 8%

7. Newtown (NSW) 7%

8. Camperdown - Darlington 7%

9. Katoomba - Leura 6%

10. Marrickville - North 6%

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries



6+ per cent of the population are likely same-sex attracted 

Same-sex couples as share of all de facto couples by age; Source: ABS Census 2021
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Recruiting same-sex couples? Millennials for the win!

Number of people in same-sex de facto relationship by age; ABS Census 2021
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Recruiting same-sex couples? Bet on women!

Share of population in a de facto relationship that is a parent by age; Source: ABS Census 2021
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Young same-sex couples display poor mental health

Share of population by age that reports to have a chronic mental health condition; Source: ABS Census 2021
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Empty Nesters 
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INSIGHTS

Persons who live in couple 
families with no 
children living with them 
and are between the ages 
of 55 and 69

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Empty Nesters Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 121,479 19% 265,713 22%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 58,124 9% 124,979 11%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 58,178 9% 125,052 11%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 45,204 7% 100,940 8%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 32,626 6% 87,716 6%

South Western Sydney 85,789 19% 261,466 16%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 143,643 30% 410,015 26%

Total 545,043 100% 1,375,881 100%



Empty Nesters hotspots 
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Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Nelson Bay Peninsula 2,787

2. Laurieton - Bonny Hills 2,669

3. Maclean - Yamba - Iluka 2,417

4. Cronulla - Kurnell - Bundeena 2,254

5. Taree Surrounds 2,203

6. Ulladulla 2,176

7. Springwood - Winmalee 2,175

8. Kurrajong Heights - Ebenezer 2,146

9. Grafton Surrounds 2,140

10. Umina - Booker Bay - Patonga 2,128

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Tea Gardens - Hawks Nest 61%

2. Korora - Emerald Beach 58%

3. Old Bar - Manning Point - Red Head 57%

4. Berry - Kangaroo Valley 57%

5. South West Rocks 57%

6. Walcha 56%

7. Orange Surrounds 56%

8. Kiama Downs - Minnamurra 56%

9. Taree Surrounds 56%

10. Laurieton - Bonny Hills 56%

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries
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Healthy
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Retired empty nesters in NSW are a growth opportunity

New South Wales pop living in couple families with no children in 2011 and 2021; ABS Census
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Early Empty Nesters
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INSIGHTS

Persons in a couple family 
with no children household 
between the age of 40-54

Note: this is a proxy 
for couples who may have 
had fertility issues. Data is 
not able to show if these 
couples have ever had 
children – it just shows 
they do not have children 
living with them

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Early Empty Nesters Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 33,120 18% 250,591 16%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 16,787 9% 114,830 7%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 15,476 9% 113,046 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 12,076 7% 82,552 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 11,661 6% 120,111 8%

South Western Sydney 29,701 16% 322,623 21%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 62,051 34% 533,569 35%

Total 180,872 100% 1,537,322 100%



Early Empty Nesters hotspots

Page 69Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Erskineville - Alexandria 1,285

2. Potts Point - Woolloomooloo 984

3. Surry Hills 933

4. Glebe - Forest Lodge 831

5. Crows Nest - Waverton 818

6. Petersham - Stanmore 778

7. Sydney (South) - Haymarket 760

8. Newtown (NSW) 750

9. Wentworth Point - Sydney Olympic Park 750

10. Manly - Fairlight 739

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Wolli Creek 31%

2. Erskineville - Alexandria 30%

3. Sydney (North) - Millers Point 29%

4. Surry Hills 28%

5. Darlinghurst 27%

6. Zetland 27%

7. Sydney (South) - Haymarket 26%

8. Camperdown - Darlington 26%

9. Chippendale 26%

10. Wentworth Point - Sydney Olympic Park 25%



Parents



Parents 
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INSIGHTS

Persons identified as 
parents in Parent Indicator 
variable between the age of 
25 and 59

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Parents Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 297,460 16% 586,047 16%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 132,410 7% 274,120 7%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 133,365 7% 265,958 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 85,629 5% 185,362 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 169,370 9% 286,803 8%

South Western Sydney 443,380 24% 819,726 22%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 609,771 33% 1,327,716 35%

Total 1,871,385 100% 3,745,732 100%



Parents hotspots 
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Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Schofields - East 8,960

2. Quakers Hill 8,061

3. Kellyville Ridge - The Ponds 7,765

4. Baulkham Hills - East 7,623

5. Lindfield - Roseville 7,175

6. Asquith - Mount Colah 6,748

7. Lalor Park - Kings Langley 6,638

8. Ermington - Rydalmere 6,626

9. Glenmore Park - Regentville 6,574

10. Oyster Bay - Como - Jannali 6,563

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Kellyville Ridge - The Ponds 74%

2. Forestville - Killarney Heights 74%

3. Lilli Pilli - Port Hacking - Dolans Bay 74%

4. St Ives 73%

5. Cherrybrook 73%

6. Kellyville - East 73%

7. Harrington Park 73%

8. Castle Hill - East 72%

9. Rouse Hill - Beaumont Hills 72%

10. Belrose 72%

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries
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Faith
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INSIGHTS

Persons with a religious 
belief between the ages of 
30-69

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Faith Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 384,281 16% 682,285 17%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 196,463 8% 317,821 8%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 171,999 7% 312,722 8%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 112,409 5% 232,992 6%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 213,958 9% 303,144 7%

South Western Sydney 621,941 25% 854,852 21%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 770,321 31% 1,373,639 34%

Total 2,471,372 100% 4,077,455 100%



Faith hotspots

Page 76

Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Quakers Hill 10,148

2. Schofields - East 10,075

3. Doonside - Woodcroft 9,787

4. Rooty Hill - Minchinbury 9,145

5. Cabramatta - Lansvale 9,107

6. Wentworthville - Westmead 9,063

7. Lalor Park - Kings Langley 9,017

8. Merrylands - Holroyd 8,850

9. Hassall Grove - Plumpton 8,766

10. Kellyville Ridge - The Ponds 8,574

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Cecil Hills 87%

2. Bossley Park - Abbotsbury 86%

3. Edensor Park 86%

4. Hinchinbrook 86%

5. West Hoxton - Middleton Grange 86%

6. Greenfield Park - Prairiewood 86%

7. Prestons 85%

8. Hoxton Park - Carnes Hill - Horningsea Park 85%

9. Smithfield - Wetherill Park 85%

10. Marsden Park - Shanes Park 85%

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries



Religious affiliation of persons between the age of 30 to 69 in New South Wales; Census 2021

The faith pool evaporated by 7 per cent and is more diverse

2011 2021 2011 2021 Change

Christianity 66% 48% 2,311,506 1,968,366 -15%

Islam 3% 4% 89,854 156,493 74%

Hinduism 2% 3% 58,435 141,140 142%

Buddhism 3% 3% 116,914 142,079 22%

Judaism 1% 0% 20,743 19,952 -4%

Faith pool 2,597,452 2,428,030 -7%

No Religion 17% 33% 598,022 1,333,117 +123%

Total Population 3,505,042 4,084,435 +17%
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Believers aged 30 to 69 in New South Wales in 2011 and 2021; ABS Census

Christianity dominates and is growing
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Religious affiliation in New South Wales by age 2021; ABS Census

Christianity lost its gravitational pull for young carers????
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Volunteers
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INSIGHTS

Persons who did unpaid 
volunteer work between the 
ages of 25-59

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Volunteers Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 78,214 17% 586,047 16%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 45,688 10% 274,120 7%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 37,109 8% 265,958 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 28,545 6% 185,362 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 30,061 6% 286,803 8%

South Western Sydney 67,206 14% 819,726 22%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 178,438 38% 1,327,716 35%

Total 465,261 100% 3,745,732 100%



Volunteers hotspots
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Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Lindfield - Roseville 2,279

2. Manly - Fairlight 2,196

3. Bondi Beach - North Bondi 2,084

4. Balgowlah - Clontarf - Seaforth 1,923

5. Freshwater - Brookvale 1,901

6. Erskineville - Alexandria 1,897

7. Pennant Hills - Cheltenham 1,882

8. Coogee - Clovelly 1,872

9. Gordon - Killara 1,845

10. Bondi - Tamarama - Bronte 1,802

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Walcha 28%

2. Parkes Surrounds 26%

3. Temora 26%

4. Deniliquin Surrounds 25%

5. Albury Surrounds 25%

6. Yass Surrounds 25%

7. Cooma Surrounds 25%

8. Grenfell 25%

9. Inverell Surrounds - West 25%

10. Braidwood 24%

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries



Age profile of Volunteers in New South Wales 2011-2021; ABS Census

Big growth in the volunteering spike age group (40s)
20 40 60 8030 50 70
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Australians do 
their fair share 
and are willing 

to help out
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Single income families
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INSIGHTS

Single income families with 
two parents/adults

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Single income families Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 67,892 14% 586,047 16%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 26,892 5% 274,120 7%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 31,557 6% 265,958 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 20,447 4% 185,362 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 45,860 9% 286,803 8%

South Western Sydney 129,931 26% 819,726 22%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 175,547 35% 1,327,716 35%

Total 498,126 100% 3,745,732 100%



Single income couple hotspots
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Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Wentworthville - Westmead 2,488

2. Quakers Hill 2,261

3. Schofields - East 2,219

4. Mount Druitt - Whalan 2,145

5. Wentworth Point - Sydney Olympic Park 2,122

6. Homebush 2,093

7. Macquarie Park - Marsfield 2,042

8. North Parramatta 2,037

9. Lindfield - Roseville 2,028

10. Northmead 1,995

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Lakemba 22%

2. Castle Cove - Northbridge 21%

3. Wentworthville - Westmead 20%

4. Castle Hill - East 20%

5. Mount Druitt - Whalan 20%

6. Wiley Park 20%

7. Prestons 20%

8. Minto - St Andrews 20%

9. Carlingford - West 19%

10. Castle Hill - West 19%

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries



Family compositions in Australia; ABS Census 1991-2021

Who to target? Fewer traditional families, more couples, 
stable single parent families
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Single women 35-49 years
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INSIGHTS

Female population between 
the age of 35-49 years who 
are never married and do 
not live in a defacto 
relationship and have never 
had children.

Data sourced from ABS Census 2021 based on SA2 boundaries

ACWA region Single women Total NSW pop

Central Coast, Hunter New 
England 9,272 12% 247,004 15%

Far West, Murrumbidgee, 
Western NSW 3,962 5% 112,488 7%

Illawarra Shoalhaven, 
Southern NSW 4,289 5% 110,914 7%

Mid North Coast, Northern 
NSW 3,511 4% 79,074 5%

Nepean Blue Mountains, 
Western Sydney 4,202 5% 135,322 8%

South Western Sydney 15,093 19% 357,458 22%

Sydney, Northern Sydney, 
South Eastern Sydney 39,964 50% 575,130 36%

Total 80,293 100% 1,617,390 100%



Single women hotspots

Page 91SA2s with the largest number / share of single women in NSW; ABS Census 2021

Rank Highest no. of persona Count

1. Potts Point - Woolloomooloo 923

2. Sydney (South) - Haymarket 783

3. Erskineville - Alexandria 657

4. Glebe - Forest Lodge 634

5. Bondi Beach - North Bondi 590

6. Neutral Bay - Kirribilli 561

7. Crows Nest - Waverton 544

8. Surry Hills 524

9. Petersham - Stanmore 522

10. Coogee - Clovelly 515

Rank Highest share of persona Share

1. Potts Point - Woolloomooloo 19%

2. Sydney (South) - Haymarket 16%

3. Chippendale 15%

4. Neutral Bay - Kirribilli 14%

5. North Sydney - Lavender Bay 14%

6. Sydney (North) - Millers Point 14%

7. Darlinghurst 13%

8. Glebe - Forest Lodge 13%

9. Surry Hills 13%

10. Randwick - South 12%
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Although we endeavour to provide accurate and timely information, we do not guarantee that such information is accurate, complete or reliable as of the date it is
received or that it will continue to be accurate, complete or reliable in the future. This report will not reflect any data or circumstances which occur, or are collated, after
the date of this report and TDG is under no obligation in any circumstance to update this document, in either oral or written form, for events occurring after the final
deliverable.

To the extent permissible by law, TDG shall not be liable for any errors, omissions, defects or misrepresentations in the information or for any loss or damage suffered
by persons, including third parties, who may use or rely on such information (including (without limitation) for reasons of negligence, negligent misstatement or
otherwise).

TDG have indicated within this report the sources of the information provided. TDG has not sought to independently verify those sources unless otherwise noted within
the document.

This document should not be used or relied upon by any third party. This document is subject to copyright. TDG acknowledged that ACWA has the ongoing right to
use the content of the report publicly in the following ways - in media activities, in external and internal presentations, on our website and blog and on other social
media platforms.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80
	Slide Number 81
	Slide Number 82
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Slide Number 85
	Slide Number 86
	Slide Number 87
	Slide Number 88
	Slide Number 89
	Slide Number 90
	Slide Number 91
	Slide Number 92
	Slide Number 93
	Slide Number 94
	Slide Number 95

