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This report represents the first comprehensive
appraisal of residential care in NSW since the
early 1980s. Residential care is a small but vital
part of the care system, however it has been
largely ignored in terms of policy and service
development since the closure of large
institutions began in the 1960s. Family-based
care options, rightly, have been the placement
of choice for the majority of children and
young people in care but the need for some
residential care remains evident. Questions
arise about what types of residential care
should be provided, for whom, the efficacy
of different types of residential care and how much
residential care is needed in NSW. The research surveyed all
current NSW residential care providers, Departmental senior staff
and other stakeholders to document the current provision of residential
care in NSW and to identify views about the place and future development of
residential care as a part of the out-of-home care system for children and young
people. The research was made possible by the co-operation of residential care
providers and other stakeholders. The participation of respondents and the funding
from The NSW Department of Community Services is gratefully acknowledged.
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